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Temporal and Spatial Patterns of Urbanization Quality and Future
Trends in the Yangtze River Economic Belt

ZHOU Zheng—zhu
(School of Economics & Management, Shanghai University of Applied Technology, Shanghai , 201418)

Abstract: The quality of urbanization is a comprehensive concept that reflects the excellence degree of urbanization
in the process of urbanization. It measures the quality and coordination of the development of urbanization and ecosystem
components. Using variation coefficient method and the GM (1,1) model, this paper makes comprehensive evaluation and
prediction of the urbanization quality of the eleven provinces and cities in the Yangtze River Economic Belt. The findings
show that the urbanization quality of the Yangtze River Economic Belt region is generally not high. From the time
dimension, the urbanization quality of the Yangtze River Economic Belt in 2010-2016 and its sub—dimension urbanization
and comprehensive evaluation of the ecological environment are on the rise, and the urbanization quality and regional
differences in sub—dimension urbanization are showing an expansion, but there is a decrease in the regional differences in
ecological environment. From the spatial dimension, the urbanization quality of the Yangtze River Economic Belt in 2010-
2016 and its sub—dimension urbanization development show the spatial characteristics of “the eastern region is better than
the central and western regions”, while the ecological environment development is just the opposite: central and western
regions are better than eastern regions. Finally, this paper makes prediction of the urbanization quality of 2017-2022: the
quality of urbanization in the Yangtze River Economic Belt will show a steady upward trend.

Key words: Yangtze River Economic Belt; urbanization quality; ecological environment; temporal and spatial

pattern evolution; prediction



