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Focus and Essence of US Domestic Debates on Sino-US Trade War

XING Rui-li, TAN Shu-lin
(Institute of International Relations, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210046)

Abstract: Economic and trade issues are the most sensitive and important issues in Sino—US relations. The United
States did not launch a trade war with China by accident. The trade war between China and the United States broke out for
three reasons: The Trump administration is unhappy with the current trade situation between China and the United States
and takes a strong attitude toward China; there is a growing opposition to free trade from the two major parties and the
general public in the United States; the United States intends to curb the strategic development of emerging industries
and high—tech industries in China as well as China’s economic resurgence. The debate on the trade war with China in the
United States is mainly centered on whether they should launch a trade war, how they should fight the war, and whether
they could win the war. The debate in the United States is, in essence, the continuation of the long—standing disputes over
free trade and protectionism. It is in the national interest of the United States, and also reflects the grapple between the two
major parties, deepening social contractions in the United States, the aggressive nature of American culture, and the
“cultural bias” against China. Given this situation, China should make its countermeasures on the basis of understanding
the domestic politics and practical situation of the United States.

Key words: trade war; American domestic debates; trade protectionism; Sino—US relations



