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Naming of “Hermeneutics” in China and the West

KANG Yu
(College of Government Administration, Heilongjiang University, Harbin, Heilongjiang, 150080)

Abstract: “Hermeneutics” follows different development courses in China and the West and forms different
theoretical methods and ideological characteristics, so it should be named differently in China and the West.
“Hermeneutics” in the West originated from exegetics, but since Schleiermacher Hermeneutics began to “disengage” from
the classics, and gradually became a philosophy focusing on  “understanding.” China’s “Hermeneutics” came from the
study of Chinese classics. It is inherently inseparable from the classics, and this relationship continues all the way to the
present. Through comparison between Zhu Xi and Martin Luther, Xu Fuguan and Gadamer, it is not difficult to find that
the classics are the core of China’s “Hermeneutics”, and thus Hermeneutics would not exist without the study of classics.
However, in the West, “philosophical thinking” is the focus of “Hermeneutics”, whereas classics is only a “symbol”. After
further comparison of the innate genetic genes, development environment and the current situation of “Hermeneutics” in
China and the West, it can be concluded that “Hermeneutics” should be named “Hermeneutics” in the West, while in
China it is more appropriate to be called “classical Hermeneutics”.

Key words: hermeneutics; Quan Shi Xue (12 %%%); classical hermeneutics; comparison between China and the
West



