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Research on the Evolution and Development of the Artistic Language
of Chinese Engravings in the 40 Years of Reform and Opening—up

ZHOU Ju
(College of Fine Arts and Design, Department of Arts, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, 518060)

Abstract: The external environment changes brought about by the reform and opening up have directly affected the
survival and development context of Chinese engravings. Over the past 40 years, the engravings have not only made great
breakthrough in style and presentation, but also represented the fission and transition of this ancient Chinese painting and
its artistic spirit. Chinese engravings have experienced four stages of development: from the promotion of aesthetic value to
the return to its independent language, from separation from traditional models to establishment of modern expression,
from advancement of conceptual thinking to formation of contemporary vocabulary, and from integration into international
context to exploration of national spirit. In this process, Chinese engravings reveal unique values and charms with new
graphic features and diverse artistic languages. The artistic creation of this period is rich and colorful on the whole, but
varied greatly in individual styles. It has become a typical example in the history of fine arts to study cultural changes from
the perspective of art or language transformation from the perspective of culture.

Key words: reform and opening up; Chinese engraving art; artistic language; aesthetic value; conceptual thinking;

international context



