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Regulatory Approaches to Overlapping Responsibilities in the Local
Government’s Power and Responsibility List

TAO Li-ye', LIU Gui-zhi?
(1. College of Marxism, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, 518060; 2. College of Political Science and Law,
Northeast Normal University, Changchun, Jilin, 130117)

Abstract: As a fundamental institution to build a law—based and service—oriented socialist government with Chinese
characteristics, the local government’s power and responsibility list can straighten out the powers and responsibilities
among the departments of local governments in an institutionalized manner, and serves as an institution to regulate and
prevent the overlapping responsibilities in the government. Objectively speaking, the local government’s power and
responsibility list published and implemented in China is inadequately normative regarding the institution design in
regulating the overlapping responsibilities among government departments. To make the list of powers and responsibilities
better regulate overlapping responsibilities, first of all, local governments at all levels and their departments should
distinguish the essential difference between the phenomenon of overlapping responsibilities and the negative
consequences caused by improper handling of the phenomenon, and define the inherent relationship between regulating
overlapping responsibilities and the effectiveness of the institution of the power and responsibility list. Secondly, we should
uphold problem—oriented and goal-oriented institution design, improve the content section of the power and responsibility
list on regulating overlapping responsibilities, and optimize the technological route of the power and responsibility list on
regulating overlapping responsibilities. Thirdly, in the process of institutional implementation, the dynamic management
mechanism, collaborative implementation mechanism should be brought into full play to ensure effective regulation and
governance of overlapping responsibilities in the government at practical level.
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