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Generation Logic and Regulation of Lawyers’ Online Words and Deeds
in New Media Environment

YANG Li-min
(College of Trade Negotiation, Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Shanghai, 200335)

Abstract: Although all sectors of society are advocating the establishment of legal profession community, there are
still hierarchical order, competition and confrontation among legal personnel, especially the differentiation and tension,
competition and game between lawyers and judicial officials, which are often presented in online public space in the
form of new media narration. Compared with traditional media, new media realizes direct communication and interaction
between the author and the reader, in which the lawyer has more advantages than in court. In order to break the existing
power pattern in the legal profession and reshape discourse order, many lawyers take new media as a pubic platform to
compete for the right of speech for their profession and construct the image of legal spokesmen. However, some lawyers’
abuse of new media makes the competition and game within the legal profession unable to be carried out within a
specific rule framework, which has a negative impact on the normal operation of judicial power, the image and reputation
of legal personnel, and the legitimate rights and interests of litigants. Therefore, it is necessary to set a specific bottom
line for lawyers’ online words and deeds on the premise of guaranteeing their freedom of speech, so as to realize the
“reconciliation” between judicial officials and lawyers and avoid possible risks due to excessive regulation.

Key words: new media; lawyers’ online words and deeds; professional differentiation; discourse competition;

regulation and governance



