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Spatial Justice in the City of Virtue: from the Perspective of Urban
Bioethics and its “Field Occurrence”

TIAN Hai-ping
(College of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract: Due to the acceleration of modemity and the practical reason of “living well” and “doing well”, we cannot

shy away from the “urban bioethics issue ”. How can a city take “good life” as its goal and “do a good job” in the
settlement, coordination, satisfaction of needs and realizing meaning of individuals and the city as a whole? The
complexity of modern big cities and their care for life are reflected in the bioethical challenges in the paradox of
“understand—not understand” and “need—not need”. Whose life should the city care about and what kind of ethics
should it abide by? This is a question—type expression of bioethics reflected in the slogan “city makes life better”. We
need to respond to the question through understanding and interpretation of the life value of technology, culture, ecology,
aesthetics, education, politics, economics, history, morality, and leisure life, think about the life dependency, ethical
relation and the human and political connotation of bioethics between the big city and good life, define the tension
between the center and periphery, life and death, form and content of the big city.

Key words: urban bioethics; the city of virtue; spatial justice; politics of humanity



