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Hong Kong People’s National Identity and Prospects on This Issue:
Based on Hong Kong and Taiwan and Overseas Academic Achievements

HAO Shi-nan
(College of International Relations and Public Affairs, Shanghai Foreign Studies University, Shanghai, 200083)

Abstract: Throughout the representative works of overseas academia on the issues of Hong Kong people’s national
identity, most overseas scholars believe contemporary Hong Kong people’s national identity has two characteristics. One is
dualism that highlights differences in contemporary Hong Kong people’s national identity in political and cultural (ethnic)
sense. Another is utilitarianism, which means contemporary Hong Kong people’s national identity is more influenced by
instrumentalist thinking and there is some volatility. The reason, scholars believe, is that education, cross —border
experience between mainland China and Hong Kong and the complex interaction between political system and local
consciousness play important roles in shaping the national identity of contemporary Hong Kong people. Based on the
overseas literature, we believe that increasing the cross—border experience of Hong Kong people, especially young people
in Hong Kong, is essential to enhancing their national identity. Improving the national education and education of Chinese
history in Hong Kong is an important basis for enhancing Hong Kong people’s national identity. Hong Kong’s local
identity can be “creatively transformed” into a favorable resource for building its national identity. Finally, in order to
enhance the national identity of Hong Kong people, apart from removing the breeding ground for radical localism and
strengthening national education, efforts should be made to build a centripetal political system.

Key words: Hong Kong people; national identity; overseas academics; cross—border experience; local identity



