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Common Values in “Yue Yin Wan Chuan”, “li Yi Fen Shu”
and “Fen Ying Wan Deng”

ZHANG Jian
(College of Further Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: “He Er Bu Tong (FNIMI/N[A] Harmony without uniformity)” is one of the important values of Confucianism,
and also an important part of Confucian view on state—religion relationship. The value of “harmony without uniformity”
includes two aspects: first, the society should allow the legal existence of different ideas and religious beliefs; second,
different ideologies and religious beliefs should seek common ground while shelving differences, meet each other halfway
and live in harmony. Under its influence, Buddhism uses “Yue Yin Wan Chuan (literally the moon shines on rivers)” as a
metaphor for its harmonious relationship with various schools within itself and with Confucianism and Taoism. And
accordingly, the Neo—Confucianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties also proposed “li Yi Fen Shu (unity of theoretical
nounmenon and practical functions)’to describe the relationship between “Taiji (X% ,supreme ultimate)” and “Wanwu
(3% ,all that exists)”, and  “Yili (—3 one unified principle)”with “Wanli (JJE literally ten thousand principles)”, to
reflect the subjectivity and diversity of Chinese culture. Islam also puts forward “Fen Ying Wan Deng” (73BT 4T ) as a
metaphor for its relationship with other religions and cultures. All these different metaphors reflect the common values of
“harmony without uniformity” and play a positive role in promoting the sinicization of foreign religions and harmonious
coexistence of diverse religions in history, which still has great practical significance nowadays.

Key words: harmony without uniformity; Confucianism; Buddhism; Islam; Yue Ying Wan Chuan; Li Yi Feng Shu;
Fen Ying Wan Deng



